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COVID-19 Evidence Alert – 18th September 2020 

Welcome 

We’re coming to the end of the COVID-19 Evidence Alert in its current format.  Since the first issue 

in June, we’ve been scanning for evidence on a range of prioritised themes to support the COVID 

response.  As Phase 3 recovery plans within England are being finalised, it seems an opportune 

time to reflect on the evidence we’ve found so far and how this might inform reset and recovery.    

The final three issues offer some brief reflections on the evidence we have scanned along with links 

to some of the studies which we think offer particularly interesting perspectives. These are 

organised by the following themes: 

18th September: 

• Residential settings 

• Screening and testing strategies 

25th September: 

• Broader impacts on health outcomes 

• Impacts of lifting restrictions 

2nd October: 

• Long term rehabilitation needs 

• Impact on non-Covid care 

Our full range of evidence scans, alerts, trackers and live searches is available online. We have also 

curated a Wakelet collection of useful web resources on COVID and Coronavirus. 

We will be updating the trackers as quickly as we can, so each tracker provides a one-stop collection 

of the evidence we’ve found since June.  Our searches are by no means exhaustive so the trackers 

won’t be comprehensive  - but they will provide you with a useful core collection of evidence and 

insights to inform planning and provide a baseline for future analysis, research and evaluation.  

We welcome your feedback.  Did we miss any important themes in our approach? How could we 

improve on our scans and alerts?  Please share comments with us via 

mlcsu.covidevidence@nhs.net. 

 

Analytical Collaboration for COVID-19  

As previously described the collaboration is using its expertise to focus on questions that the NHS 

may lack the immediate resources to look at, which may be more medium-term, cut across sectors, 

or benefit from independent analysis. We are gradually publishing analytical outputs so keep an eye 

on these pages for useful findings.  You can keep up to date by following @strategy_unit on Twitter. 

https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-coronavirus
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/evidence-helping-you-keep-date
https://wakelet.com/@Covid19Collaboration
mailto:mlcsu.covidevidence@nhs.net
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/2020-05/Covid%20Collaboration%20Summaries_0.pdf
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Evidence reflections: Residential settings 

We set out to find evidence relating to all types of residential setting (including care homes, prisons, 

educational institutions and sheltered housing).  However, the vast majority of what we found was 

focused on care homes.  LTC Responses to COVID-19, an international long-term care policy 

network, has done a great job of assembling evidence on the impact of COVID-19, including country 

reports and international comparisons.   

A living systematic review (updated frequently) has proved useful in tracking evidence on the 

impacts in care homes.  It is clear from emerging evidence that these impacts are similar across 

many different countries 1, 2.  

We found a number of recurring themes specific to residential settings generally:  

• Reducing the spread: as well as the need for increased hygiene and decontamination, 

there are gaps in testing. Tests are focused on individuals with respiratory symptoms yet 

individuals may present with no/atypical symptoms.  As the pandemic has progressed, there 

has been interest in the risk of infection amongst rotating staff members and how testing 

might be implemented, from studies based in London care homes.  There is also emerging 

evidence on risk factors associated with hospital discharge into care homes. There are 

studies (from the US 1, 2 and Canada 1, 2) focused on accommodation for homeless people, 

and sheltered housing, noting some of the challenges (for example, some symptoms are 

often present in homeless people so may not a good indicator of infection) and solutions.  

 

• Surge planning: includes planning 1,2 for future peaks and protecting high-risk patients 

(such as those with dementia who “walk with intent”) and suggests a need for multi-agency 

planning 1, 2. 

 

• Staffing: the attempt to cover staffing gaps through temporary staff may exacerbate 

spread, particularly where staff are deployed across multiple sites. Retention is identified as 

a key issue to address during recovery planning.  There is emerging evidence on the impact 

on staff wellbeing 1, 2. 

 

• PPE: highlighting issues with supply chains as well as a need for more training for staff in 

how to use PPE effectively.  A report from the Healthcare Safety Investigation Branch 

highlights the issues involved in domiciliary care.  

 

• Communication: there is some evidence to suggest that awareness of the implications 

COVID-19 is low amongst some residents, suggesting a need for more communication 1, 2, 3. 

There are also recommendations to improve systematic communication both with other 

services and with relatives of residents.  

https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-coronavirus
https://ltccovid.org/
https://ltccovid.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/COVID-19-mortality-in-long-term-care-final-Sat-29-1.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.09.20125237v3
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Anja_Declercq/publication/342751229_Why_in_almost_all_countries_was_residential_care_for_older_people_so_badly_affected_by_COVID-19_Why_in_almost_all_countries_was_residential_care_for_older_people_so_badly_affected_by_COVID-19/links/5f04bc25299bf188160839bc/Why-in-almost-all-countries-was-residential-care-for-older-people-so-badly-affected-by-COVID-19-Why-in-almost-all-countries-was-residential-care-for-older-people-so-badly-affected-by-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Policy_Brief-Long-term_Care-2020.1
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/2020-05/20200507%20Evidence%20rapid%20scan%201%20-%20Care%20Homes.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.07.07.20148148v1
https://www.journalofinfection.com/article/S0163-4453(20)30508-9/fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/jid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/infdis/jiaa565/5901911
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.24.20168955v1
https://academic.oup.com/cid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa743/5854739
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0033354920936227
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5504450_Homelessness_and_the_Response_to_Emerging_Infectious_Disease_Outbreaks_Lessons_from_SARS
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/26/E716
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0740547220303500?v=s5
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/jgs.16513
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2020/04/Reimagining%20residential%20care%20COVID%20crisis.pdf
https://ltccovid.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/LTC-COVID19-situation-in-Canada-22-April-2020-1.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jgs.16499
https://journal.ilpnetwork.org/article/10.31389/jltc.40/
https://www.qni.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/The-Experience-of-Care-Home-Staff-During-Covid-19-2.pdf
https://www.hsib.org.uk/documents/240/PPE_care_workers_delivering_homecare_during_the_Covid-19_response.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/jgs.16513
https://ltccovid.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/USA-LTC-COVID-situation-report-24-April-2020.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232821695_Impact_of_SARS_Visiting_Restrictions_on_Relatives_of_Long-Term_Care_Residents
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• Isolation and distancing: qualitative studies suggest a concern with the unintended 

consequences of distancing in a population where anxiety and depression are prevalent. 

Recovery planning should include procedures for reintroducing visitors safely 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

• Technology: Some studies are exploring the use of telemedicine as a means of delivering 

care remotely 1, 2, 3. However, access to technology remains an issue in residential settings. 

There are also suggestions that “no-touch technology”, which may limit spread, are not in 

widespread use.  One study, focused on residential facilities for people with learning 

disabilities, emphasised the need for real-time data analysis to manage spread. 

As the pandemic progressed, scrutiny increased as the impact in care homes became clearer. A 
population analysis from Scotland highlights the impact in the UK. There is a focus on what lessons 
we can learn and apply to minimise further spread and harm.  Analysis from the COVID Analytical 
Collaboration offers valuable insights to inform recovery planning: 

28/4/20 Dire warnings from care home sector 

borne out in the latest data 

Health Foundation Sarah Deeny 

30/4/20 Tackling the COVID-19 outbreak in 

care homes 

King’s Fund Adam Gordon and 

Claire Goodman 

1/5/20 Deaths in care homes: what do the 

numbers tell us? 

Nuffield Trust Nigel Edwards and 

Natasha Curry 

13/5/20 Care homes have seen the biggest 

increase in deaths since the start of 

the outbreak  

Health Foundation  

15/5/20 What has been the impact of COVID-

19 on care homes and the social care 

workforce? 

Health Foundation  

22/5/20 Do all care home residents face an 

equal risk of dying from COVID-19? 

Health Foundation Fiona Grimm and 

Sarah Deeny 

22/6/20 Covid-19: how is it impacting on 

prisoners’ health? 

Nuffield Trust Miranda Davies 

16/9/20 Chart of the week: Home deaths 
account for as many excess deaths 
since start of the pandemic as 
deaths in care homes 
 

Nuffield Trust Sarah Scobie 

 

Cross-cutting themes 

Don’t forget to take a look at our evidence map on inequalities and COVID-19 and our rapid scan on 

COVID-19 longitudinal studies.  We’ve also shared live searches on infodemics and information 

literacy. 

https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-coronavirus
https://ltccovid.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/note-on-asymptomatic-transmission-in-care-homes.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6913e1.htm?s_cid=mm6913e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6914e2.htm?s_cid=mm6914e2_w
https://insight.jci.org/articles/view/139292/pdf
https://ltccovid.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/USA-LTC-COVID-situation-report-24-April-2020.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/jgs.16513
https://covid-19.cochrane.org/studies/crs-13274933
https://www.jamda.com/article/S1525-8610(20)30447-3/fulltext
https://insight.jci.org/articles/view/139292/pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jir.12740
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.07.09.20149583v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.07.09.20149583v1
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/news/dire-warnings-from-care-home-sector-borne-out-in-the-latest
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/news/dire-warnings-from-care-home-sector-borne-out-in-the-latest
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/blog/2020/04/tackling-covid-19-outbreak-care-homes
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/blog/2020/04/tackling-covid-19-outbreak-care-homes
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/deaths-in-care-homes-what-do-the-numbers-tell-us
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/deaths-in-care-homes-what-do-the-numbers-tell-us
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/deaths-from-any-cause-in-care-homes-have-increased
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/deaths-from-any-cause-in-care-homes-have-increased
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/deaths-from-any-cause-in-care-homes-have-increased
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/what-has-been-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-care-homes-and-social-care-workforce
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/what-has-been-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-care-homes-and-social-care-workforce
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/what-has-been-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-care-homes-and-social-care-workforce
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/do-all-care-home-residents-face-an-equal-risk-covid-19
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/do-all-care-home-residents-face-an-equal-risk-covid-19
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/covid-19-how-is-it-impacting-on-prisoners-health
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/covid-19-how-is-it-impacting-on-prisoners-health
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/resource/home-deaths-now-account-for-as-many-excess-deaths-since-the-start-of-the-pandemic-as-deaths-in-care-homes
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/resource/home-deaths-now-account-for-as-many-excess-deaths-since-the-start-of-the-pandemic-as-deaths-in-care-homes
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/resource/home-deaths-now-account-for-as-many-excess-deaths-since-the-start-of-the-pandemic-as-deaths-in-care-homes
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/resource/home-deaths-now-account-for-as-many-excess-deaths-since-the-start-of-the-pandemic-as-deaths-in-care-homes
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/2020-08/20200821%20COVID-19%20and%20inequalities%20evidence%20map.xlsx
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/2020-08/20200821%20Evidence%20rapid%20scan%207%20-%20Prospective%20population%20studies.pdf
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/evidence-helping-you-keep-date
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Evidence Reflections: Screening and testing strategies 

With thanks to Christina Maslen, Health Evidence Matters who prepared the rapid evidence scan 

in May.  

Screening and testing strategies form only one element of an overall epidemic response and need to 

be considered within the context of all actions, including broader public health measures such as 

surveillance, that are designed to optimise healthcare requirements and successfully manage COVID-

19. 

The role of testing and screening 

Policy has been adapted as the pandemic has progressed.  The Health Foundation Policy Tracker 

provides a timeline of how policy developed and the health system responses in the UK.  The Health 

System Response Monitor provides a comparison of testing strategies across different countries. 

It was clear from very early on that this is a fast-moving situation, with new studies published 

continuously. Due to time constraints and urgency needed to release findings into the public 

domain, much of the earlier evidence was based on case studies or modelling studies.  

Imperial College published their analysis in April, using modelling to investigate the effectiveness of 

various testing strategies.  The study found that testing is most useful when targeted at high-risk 

groups such as healthcare and care home staff and other at-risk groups. Weekly screening using PCR 

or point-of-care tests for infection irrespective of symptoms in addition to testing of symptomatic 

individuals may prevent an additional 25-33 % of their contribution to transmission in hospital and 

the community.  

A systematic review of interventions to suppress the COVID-19 pandemic suggests there is some - 

albeit low quality - evidence that the most cost-effective interventions are swift contact tracing and 

case isolation and surveillance networks.  Analysis 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 confirmed the need for adequate 

surveillance and contact tracing to be in place to manage lockdown and to avoid overload of health 

systems.  There are however, some challenges with adherence to contact tracing. A number of 

papers 1, 2 sought to capture learning from those countries who were impacted earlier in the 

pandemic, to identify transferable lessons for the UK. A report from the European Centre for Disease 

Control compares approaches across the EU/EEA and the UK. 

Delivery of testing/screening and continuity of care 

Findings 1, 2, 3 related to the benefits of periodic testing of healthcare staff have been confirmed by 

several studies, both modelling and case studies in UK hospitals, with several focusing on the role 

and limitations of symptom-based screening 1, 2, 3, 4.  A study from London offered some insights to 

the transmission dynamics of COVID in a large teaching hospital. 

There is limited evidence 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 that local testing and that extensive testing all have a positive 

impact on mortality rates, with the countries with the highest testing rates per population having 

the lowest death rates.  Testing capacity is clearly an issue, presenting challenges to laboratory 

services.  However, increased testing capacity alone may not provide a solution to lockdown 

https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-coronavirus
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/2020-05/20200521%20Evidence%20rapid%20scan%204%20-%20screening%20and%20testing%20strategies.pdf
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/covid-19-policy-tracker
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/mainpage.aspx
https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/mainpage.aspx
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/medicine/mrc-gida/2020-04-23-COVID19-Report-16.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.20.20054726v2
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30072-4/fulltext
http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/testing-for-covid-19-a-way-to-lift-confinement-restrictions-89756248/
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.01.20100461v1.full.pdf
https://jech.bmj.com/content/jech/early/2020/06/16/jech-2020-214051.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.07.23.20160234v2
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/pdf/10.1098/rsos.200915
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-020-0931-9
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.20.20178558v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.04.20122614v1.full.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31278-2/fulltext#seccestitle150
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/population-wide-testing-sars-cov-2-country-experiences-and-potential-approaches
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.28.20084053v1
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57d002e01b631bc215df193b/t/5ea03f85faa41572500e7a69/1587560340109/CovidEconomics8.pdf#page=48
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.09.20082909v1
https://www.journalofhospitalinfection.com/article/S0195-6701(20)30259-0/pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32396670/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00405-020-06237-8
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/9/9/2870
https://www.journalofhospitalinfection.com/article/S0195-6701(20)30356-X/fulltext
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fmed.2020.00402
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.06.20054239v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.29.20084400v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.26.20080531v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.28.20115691v1
https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4418/10/7/464
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10408363.2020.1776675
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measures in the UK. The progression of the epidemic and peak infections depends heavily on test 

characteristics, test targeting, and prevalence of the infection. 

Antibody based immunity passports were mooted as helping people return to work but given the 

significant technical, legal and ethical challenges, were rejected as a solution to ending lockdown, as 

they can put the population at risk if poorly targeted. There has been growing interest in 

seroprevalence studies with a Cochrane review and several other papers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

exploring the role of serological testing. 

We found some evidence on the practicalities of setting up testing centres 1, 2, 3 and more studies 

are emerging which explore the role of testing/screening in restarting services 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and the 

risks of nosocomial spread in healthcare settings. 

Analysis from the COVID Analytical Collaboration offers useful insights to inform screening and 

testing strategies: 

 

May 

2020 

The Health Foundation COVID-19 

Survey A report of survey findings on 

public attitudes towards a potential 

smartphone app to ‘track and trace’ 

Coronavirus outbreaks 

Ipsos MORI on behalf 

of the Health 

Foundation 

 

29/5/20 Three tests for the COVID-19 contact 

tracing app 

Health Foundation Adam Steventon 

7/7/20 Chart of the week: The knowns and 

unknowns of NHS Test and Trace 

Nuffield Trust Billy Palmer 

13/8/20 Strengthening health protection: 

right idea, wrong time 

King’s Fund Nick Timmins 

 

This alert has formed part of a national evidence update service, provided by the Strategy 

Unit, as part of a collaboration to provide analytical support to the health and care system 

to help inform the initial response to COVID-19.  Thank you for the very helpful feedback 

we have received since we published the first issue back in June.  . 

For more information, visit: https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-

coronavirus or contact our Covid Evidence team on: mlcsu.covidevidence@nhs.net  

 

Please read on for exciting news about our new INSIGHT 2020 Festival… 

  

https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-coronavirus
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/medicine/mrc-gida/2020-04-23-COVID19-Report-16.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.16.20067884v3
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013652/full
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.10.20097451v1
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m2516
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/assets/pdfs/Discussion-paper-COVID-19-antibody-testing-and-immunity-certification.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.07.10.20150540v1
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m2516
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7385809/
https://associationofanaesthetists-publications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/anae.15229
https://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?pid=S1807-59322020000100421&script=sci_arttext
https://www.rcpjournals.org/content/clinmedicine/20/3/290
https://www.academicpedsjnl.net/article/S1876-2859(20)30205-9/fulltext
https://thorax.bmj.com/content/early/2020/08/27/thoraxjnl-2020-215128
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32516279/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11606-020-05949-1
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/CAT.20.0265
https://www.clinicalradiologyonline.net/article/S0009-9260(20)30219-1/pdf
https://www.ejog.org/article/S0301-2115(20)30477-2/fulltext
https://www.rcpjournals.org/content/clinmedicine/20/5/e173
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/survey-covid-19-track-and-trace-smartphone-app-health-foundation
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/survey-covid-19-track-and-trace-smartphone-app-health-foundation
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/survey-covid-19-track-and-trace-smartphone-app-health-foundation
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/survey-covid-19-track-and-trace-smartphone-app-health-foundation
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/survey-covid-19-track-and-trace-smartphone-app-health-foundation
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/blogs/three-tests-for-the-covid-19-contact-tracing-app
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/blogs/three-tests-for-the-covid-19-contact-tracing-app
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/resource/chart-of-the-week-the-knowns-and-unknowns-of-nhs-test-and-trace
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/resource/chart-of-the-week-the-knowns-and-unknowns-of-nhs-test-and-trace
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/blog/2020/08/strengthening-health-protection-right-idea-wrong-time
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/blog/2020/08/strengthening-health-protection-right-idea-wrong-time
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-coronavirus
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-coronavirus
mailto:mlcsu.covidevidence@nhs.net
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Forthcoming event: Insight 2020 

The Strategy Unit is hosting a 6-week festival of virtual events, called Insight 2020, exploring some of 

the challenges facing decision-makers in health and care in 2020 and beyond; emerging models of 

practice to make best use of analysis to inform decision-making; and some of the exciting work that 

is already happening in this area. 

Insight 2020: a festival of analysis and learning for the NHS, Local Government and our partners 

will run from 28 Sep to 13 Nov 2020. The festival will comprise a mixture of events, workshops and 

panels, representing conversations at a local, national and international level. For example, our 

festival launch session includes Ben Goldacre talking about ‘How open approaches can revolutionise 

health data science in the UK’ and Andi Orlowski on “Dangerous analytics…and how local analysts 

can save you!”, with Q&A hosted by Professor Mohammed A Mohammed.  We will also be running a 

session on the COVID Evidence Conundrum, featuring a range of perspectives from people who have 

been involved in generating, using and applying evidence on COVID discussing what this means for 

how we use evidence to inform decisions. 

Who is Insight 2020 for? We’ve collaborated with inspirational people and organisations across the 

sector to bring together a programme which has something for everyone who is involved with 

decision-making in health and care. 

What will Insight 2020 look like? Sessions will be varied and flexible. People can commit as little or 

as much time as they’d like, and most of the sessions will be recorded so you can fit them into your 

schedule in a way that suits you. Every session is free.  

Each week will focus on a central theme, starting with a ‘headline’ presentation on the Monday. This 

will be supported by targeted sessions and the week’s speakers will convene each Friday for an 

interactive panel discussion and Q&A to respond to the key debates raised during the week. The 

festival themes are: 

Week 1: Our decision-making context in 2020 

Week 2: The role of the Midlands Decision Support Network 

Week 3: The analytical priorities of the Decision Support Network 

Week 4: Building momentum around addressing health inequalities 

Week 5: The decision-making toolbox 

Week 6: Making the most of our decision-making resources 

To register your interest please go to our Eventbrite page. The full-week programmes will be 

released on a staggered basis starting from week commencing 7th September where you will be 

invited to register for specific sessions. 

Any questions regarding the festival please contact David.callaghan@nhs.net or 

rachel.caswell@nhs.net. 

 

 

https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/covid19-and-coronavirus
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/
https://www.phc.ox.ac.uk/team/ben-goldacre
https://imperialcollegehealthpartners.com/staff/andi-orlowski/
https://www.strategyunitwm.nhs.uk/author/mohammed-amin-mohammed
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/insight-2020-a-festival-of-analysis-and-learning-in-health-and-care-tickets-118012477497
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