
Health Data Research UK 

(HDR UK) & 

HDR UK Midlands

Kevin Dunn BA (Hons) MBA

Senior Programme Manager

University of Birmingham & University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust

https://www.hdrmidlands.org.uk/



Kevin Dunn ς ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΧ

ÅYTS ς Clerical Trainee - The Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust ς GP MDB / PMS ς (PAS)

ÅRenal Unit Clerk ς The Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust ς Clinical Data Input

ÅResearch Data Manager ς Black Country Cancer Research Network - Database Development

ÅCancer Information Officer ς The Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust ς Cancer Waits, CMDS, 
National Audits, Coding, transfer data, data sharing (video conferencing) 

ÅResearch Coordinator ς The Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust ς Link data, screen + track

ÅNHS R&D Manager ς The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust - National Ca. MDT, Ops

ÅHead of Operations - West Midlands Academic Health Science Network - Regional Partnerships and 
Events

ÅHDR UK Programme Manager (Midlands) ς University of Birmingham ς Network Development, 
SharePoint Collaborate 



Iƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΧ

Å17th August 1998

ÅYTS [NVQ II Business Administration]

ÅWorking in Clinical Support Unit 

Å£35 week
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Partnerships at Scale       



The HDR UK Midlands Team
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HDR UK  Directors & National Strategic Priorities  

Cathie Sudlow
Scotland

Simon Ball 
Midlands 

Ronan Lyons
Wales/NI

Martin Landray
Oxford 

John Danesh
Cambridge 

Harry Hemingway
London

ÅNational and regional responsibility
ÅSenior Scientific Leadership Committee

Beter Care Understanding 
Cause of 
disease

Public HealthHuman 
Phenome 

Applied 
Analytics

Clinical Trials 





LondonOxford Cambridge

Scotland Wales & NI

Northern South West

HDR UK Better Care Partnership 

Midlands 



Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM)

Unexplained thickening of the heart
Inherited cardiac condition
Affects 1 in 500
Risk of:
Sudden death
Heart Failure and AF

Risk stratification algorithm
ÅICD10 codes
ÅLab and Imaging Data
ÅMedication
ÅProcedures
ÅOutcome 





Second 5 years - QQ2
Our mission 

I5w ¦YΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ

Our 20-year vision is for large scale data and advanced analytics to 
benefit every patient interaction, clinical trial, biomedical discovery 

and enhance public health. 
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Core funders













| 21

But in health - ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ άǎƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀέ



1. Accelerate Trustworthy Data Use 
      Through a national data strategy

NHS: NATIONALLY COLLATED, POPULATION-WIDE DATA NHS: REGIONAL DATA 

NON-NHS: HEALTH-RELEVANT ADMINISTRATIVE DATA
/ŜƴǎǳǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΧΦ

RESEARCH-GENERATED DATA
Longitudinal cohorts & clinical trials, e.g. 

PERSONAL MONITORING DATAENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

DRAFT



1. Accelerate Trustworthy Data Use 
     ΧŀƴŘ ōȅ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ
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2. Empower Researchers

Valuing people with diverse 
perspectives committed to open and 
team science to advance scientific discovery 
and deliver patient and public benefit.

Driver Programmes

Å Driving the design and delivery of 
a world-leading health data 
infrastructure

Å Generate UK-wide 'research-ready' 
data foundations for wider re-use

Å Deliver health & care impact



The challenge! Working in partnership across the UK and globally



Realising the potential of ¦YΩǎ ƳǳƭǘƛƳƻŘŀƭ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘƛƴŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ 
across 67m people requires a trustworthy data and research ecosystem

Secure Data 
Environments + 

Gateway

NB.  Secure Data Environments (SDEs) also known as Trusted Research Environments (TREs), Data Safe Havens (DSH) or Secure 

Processing Environments (SPE)
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Nine UK Regional 
Networks

HDR UK regional funding has 
been transformational in 
creating the partnerships 
necessary for health data 
research. These networks will 
be maintained and further 
developed to: 

¶ Enhance regional 

partnership with HDR UK

¶ Speed up adoption of health 

data science innovation into 

practice

¶ Act as a focus of investment 

leverage



The Midlands

Population ~11 Million, Ethnically Diverse (>20% non-White British)

Mix of industrial towns/cities and rural countryside 

21 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)

11 integrated care systems and 42 Trusts (5 Major Trauma Centres)

3 NIHR BRCs, 3 NIHR CRFs, 2 NIHR ARCs, 2 NIHR CRNs, 2 Health 
Innovation Networks (AHSNs)


